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The Serial Novel in the West and Iran: A Comparative
Historical Study

Abdol-Rasoul Shakeri*
Masoud Farahmandfar**

Abstract

Originating in the French press in the nineteenth century, the serial novel later
spread to other countries. Its subsequent spread in European countries and the
United States appears to have followed broadly similar patterns. However, given
the various differences between Iranian society and these Western societies, a
comparative study of the emergence of the serial novel in the historical context of
Iran is of particular importance. In this article, first, a concise overview of the
status of the serial novel in Western countries (including France, England, Russia,
and the United States) was presented. Then, through archive-based research
examining the Iranian newspapers Iran (New Series), Kushesh, Shafag-e Sorkh,
Eqdam, Setareye Iran, and Setareye Jahan (from Azar 1300 to Khordad 1320
[December 1921-June 1941]), all novels published in these newspapers were
extracted and categorized according to whether they were original or translated
works, as well as by type of novel. In addition to identifying several major
differences between the situation of the serial novel in Iran and in the West, it was
found that the vast majority of translated novels in Iran during the period under
study were translated from French—a finding that indicates the strong influence
of translations of French serial novels on the emergence and popularization of the
Persian serial novel.

Keywords: serial novel in the West, serial novel in France, serial novel in Iran,
comparative-historical approach.
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