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Doomsday Machine 
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Abstract 

Time is one of the elements that gives the fictional text its identity and 

distinguishes a story and a narrative. In addition, time takes on different functions 

in the fictional text and contributes to the progression of the story in various ways. 

The present research investigated the element of time in the novel “Chess with the 

Doomsday Machine” based on Gérard Genette’s theory. Considering the memory-

like structure of the novel, anachronism has a high frequency in the text and 

calendar time is not of much significance. The interest of the author in writing the 

story based on his mental images has obviated the need to record the precise dates 

of the events. Drawing on the technique of breaking the time in the narrative, the 

author has created suspense in the story and resolved some of the ambiguities 

existing in the text. Frequent descriptions and attention to details have stopped the 

time of the narrative in most of the scenes of the story. In this novel, the frequency 

of the narrative of events is of singular type and, drawing on such a method, the 

author has tried to increase the pace and advancement of the story. The author of 

the novel “Chess with the Doomsday Machine” has utilized various time-related 

techniques and methods to narrate the transformation of the perspective of the 

protagonist of the story from a dogmatic to a relatively tolerant attitude and has 

wielded time techniques to cast doubt on many learned beliefs of the narrator.   

Keywords: Narratology, Narrative Time, Chess with the Doomsday Machine, 
Habib Ahmadzadeh, Gérard Genette.   

 

                                                           
 MA in Persian Language and Literature of Allameh Tabataba’i University, 

(Corresponding Author) golestancheshmeh@gmail.com 
 Associate Professor in Persian Language and Literature at Allameh Tabataba’i 

University, hajibaba@atu.ac.ir 

 [
 D

O
I:

 1
0.

52
54

7/
jls

.9
.2

0.
6 

] 
 [

 D
O

R
: 2

0.
10

01
.1

.1
73

59
73

2.
14

00
.9

.2
0.

3.
3 

] 
 [

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 f
is

.k
hu

.a
c.

ir
 o

n 
20

25
-1

2-
18

 ]
 

                             2 / 23

mailto:golestancheshmeh@gmail.com
http://dx.doi.org/10.52547/jls.9.20.6
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.17359732.1400.9.20.3.3
https://fis.khu.ac.ir/article-1-1939-en.html


 

 

 

 

 [
 D

O
I:

 1
0.

52
54

7/
jls

.9
.2

0.
6 

] 
 [

 D
O

R
: 2

0.
10

01
.1

.1
73

59
73

2.
14

00
.9

.2
0.

3.
3 

] 
 [

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 f
is

.k
hu

.a
c.

ir
 o

n 
20

25
-1

2-
18

 ]
 

                             3 / 23

http://dx.doi.org/10.52547/jls.9.20.6
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.17359732.1400.9.20.3.3
https://fis.khu.ac.ir/article-1-1939-en.html


 

 

 

 

ژنت دربارة زمان به بررسي داستان  نويسندة اين مقاله با توجه به نظريم روايي

گر يش از ديسنده بينو يکه زمان برا مشخص کرده است ساعت پنج براي مردن دير است

کرده خود را خلق  خاص جهان داستان يمند، زمانرونيت داشته و ازاياهم ييعناصر روا

: 1387)صهبا، « براساس نظريم زمان در روايت تاريخ بيهقيبررسي زمان در »در مقالم  است 

 يهقيکه ب دهيجه رسين نتيبه ا ژنت ييروا يمندجه به نظريم زمانسنده با توينو (،97-112

در  ت کرده است يع رعايان وقايرا در ب يچون بسامد، تداوم و نظم زمان يناخودآگاه مسائل

شناسي براساس نظريم زمان ژنت در داستان روايتگاه تحليل زمان روايي از ديد»مقالات 

مندي روايت در رمان بررسي زمان» ( و127-138: 1390و همکاران،  )درودگريان «وتنبي

چگونگي ( نيز 144-126: 1393فر و همکاران، م)بهنا «ژنت براساس نظريم ژرار مرگيسال

 شده است  يبررسکاربرد عنصر زمان در روايت و روابط زمانمند آن با استفاده از نظريم ژنت 

ها گزاره صورت کهايناست؛ به يليتحلـيفيم ژنت، توصيوجه به ساختار نظربا ت ،پژوهشروش 

توجه  يتا چگونگ شونديمل يتحل ييم رواينظر متن استخراج و سپس با استفاده ازنخست از 

آشکار شود  ييسندة دفاع مقدس به مسائل رواينو
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1. Duration 
2. Order 
3. Flash Back 
4. Flash Forward 
5. Frequncy  
6. Frequency Singulative 
7. Frequency Repetitive 
8. Frequentcy Iterative 
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